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and introducing them to the real world of com-
munity journalism. Greenville and Montcalm 
County, they soon learned from Wallie, was a 
place where the newspaper cared deeply for 
its mission and the people and community it 
served. Wallie exemplified that attitude of 
service to the people who were the lifeblood of 
his career. Today his proteges are scattered 
throughout the United States, many of them 
following in Wallie’s footsteps as community 
journalists with a heart for the people they 
serve. 

Throughout his career and still today, it has 
been Wallie’s family who were first in his life. 
His beloved wife, Adele B. Jaehnig, whom he 
married in 1937, and their three children, 
Faith, Walter Jr. and Candace were the center 
of his life. After Adele’s death in 1990, Wallie 
continued to center his life around his children 
and six grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. On Sunday, July 27, 2003, his family 
and friends will gather to celebrate nine dec-
ades of a life that has been a joy to all who 
know and have known Wallie. 

Mr. Speaker, we wish to extend congratula-
tions to Walter B. Jaehnig on the occasion of 
his 90th birthday. We are honored to recog-
nize his many accomplishments and ask that 
our colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join in recognizing his very worthy 
achievements and wishing him a very happy 
90th birthday.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the Jaffa 
Shrine located in Altoona, Pennsylvania. From 
its beginnings, the Shrine has been a popular 
center for community life in Altoona, gaining 
200 members between its first meeting in Oc-
tober 1902 and its founding charter in July 
1903. 

Today, the Jaffa Shrine continues to grow 
and has expanded its mission to include mem-
bers from nine counties, spanning from New 

York in the north, Maryland in the South, and 
stretching as far east as Lewistown and 
Blairsville in the west. 

With such a rapidly growing membership, 
the Shrine quickly outgrew its original temple. 
In September 1930, the Shriners current tem-
ple was completed. Its ornate, mid-eastern ar-
chitecture stands as a testament to both their 
heritage and their importance to our area. 

The Shriners’ mission of ‘‘fostering self im-
provement through leadership, education, the 
perpetuation of moral values and community 
involvement’’ serves as an example for what 
can be accomplished in every community 
across this country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise today to 
recognize the Jaffa Shriners and their 100th 
anniversary. Central and western Pennsyl-
vania are a better place because of them and 
I wish them continued success in their mission 
over the next 100 years.
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to one of our community’s indefati-
gable church leaders, the Reverend Dr. G. 
David Horton, Pastor of Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church in my district. The members 
and supporters of his congregation will honor 
him on the 24th anniversary of his pastorate at 
a gala evening dinner on Saturday, July 26, 
2003, to be held at Miami Shores Country 
Club. 

Reverend Horton truly evokes the vocation 
of a Good Shepherd who attends to his flock 
in ways we can never fathom. As pastor and 
teacher, he exudes the knowledge and prag-
matism of a visionary who goes about teach-
ing the ways of God, and has tirelessly 
worked to enlighten our community on the 
agenda of spiritual wisdom and good govern-
ance impacting our duties and responsibilities 
to the less fortunate among us. 

I want to commend his tremendous work in 
guiding not only the members of the Greater 

New Bethel Baptist Church, but also the resi-
dents of the Miami-Dade community in a man-
ner that bespeaks of his concern and compas-
sion to those in need. Through the longevity of 
his pastorate, he has truly persevered in 
showing us the Way and expounding for us 
the Truth that emanate from our knowledge of 
the Gospels and the teachings gathered there 
from. 

Having completed his religious studies from 
the Easonian Theological Seminary in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, he went on to pursue and 
obtain his Doctorate of Ministry from the South 
Florida Center for Theological Studies. In the 
midst of his studies, he played the role of 
CEO of Bethel’s Family Life Center and Child 
Care by emphasizing the sanctity of the family 
and the importance of caring for and respond-
ing to children’s learning needs. This commit-
ment truly undergirds his unshakable belief in 
that ‘‘. . . the ruin of a nation starts in the 
homes of its people.’’ 

As he continues to be involved in the Bap-
tist Church’s state and national positions from 
instructor to facilitator to bible expositor, Rev. 
Horton never lost sight of the needs and con-
cerns of the our community by chairing the 
Board of the South Florida Jail Ministries. It is 
his consecration to our prisoners’ well-being 
that truly makes him a quintessential steward 
of the Gospel for his advocacy on behalf of 
the downtrodden and the imprisoned. It is 
through this ministry that he has wisely articu-
lated the fact that the genuine measure of our 
love for God is conditioned by our commitment 
‘‘. . . to the least of these . . .’’ 

Rev. Horton’s timely and persevering lead-
ership at Greater New Bethel Baptist Church 
for some 24 years is genuinely commendable. 
As a man of God and as a community leader, 
he has indeed earned our deepest respects 
and our superlative admiration. 

This is the legacy of the Reverend Dr. G. 
David Horton. I am truly privileged in thanking 
him for his many years of service in the Vine-
yard of the Lord. My pride in sharing his 
friendship is only exceeded by my utmost grat-
itude for everything he has sacrificed on our 
community’s behalf as he continues to teach 
us to live by the noble ethic of loving God by 
serving our fellow men. 
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